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No. 32.   The Premier's Speech in the House of Commons.
August 4, 1922.
IN reply to "heckling7' by Lieutenant Colonel Kenworthy, Mr. Lloyd
George made a fervid pro-Greek speech which was read as orders of
the day to the discontented Greek troops in Asia Minor and was
regarded as an even stronger stimulant to Kemalist morale.
REFERENCE.—British parliamentary papers, House of Com-
mons, vol. 157, pp. 2003-2006.
I forget who it was who said that we were not fair as between the
parties. I am not sure that we are. What has happened? Here is
a war between Greece and Turkey. We are defending the capital of
one of the parties against the other. We must not overlook that fact,
and it is a very important fact. If we were not there, there is abso-
lutely no doubt that the Greeks would occupy that capital in a very few
hours, and that would produce a decision. There is only one way now
in which the Greeks can have a decision, and that is by marching through
almost impenetrable defiles for hundreds of miles into the country. I
do not know of any army that would have gone so far as the Greeks
have. It was a very daring and a very dangerous military enterprise.
They established a military superiority in every pitched battle. They
were barred by the conformation of the country, ami the fact that they
had to maintain lines of communication that no other Army in Europe
would ever have dreamed of risking.
But there was one way in which they could have established a
decision. If we were simply holding the ring between them and said,
"There you are, fight it out," they would have marched to the capital,
and taken it, I will not say tomorrow, but in a week. Who is pre-
venting that? British troops, French troops, Italian troops, and the
British, French and Italian navies. % It is quite right that we should
do so, but do not let us say that we'are unduly favouring the Greeks,
that we are giving them some sort of preferential treatment.
There are even suggestions, not altogether, perhaps, without founda-
tion, that the Kemalist forces are being reequippecl from Europe.
The Greeks, under other conditions, would have been entitled to blockade
the coast of Asia Minor. Had it been any other belligerent, they would
have been entitled to search ships, and to prevent arms from going to
the Kemalists. They are not allowed to do that. That is what the
hon. and gallant Gentleman calls "preference for the Greeks." On
the contrary, one of the unfairnesses of the situation is that we are
driven, by the position we occupy there, into not giving a fair field
and no favour to fight the issue out. Peace the Kemalists will not
accept, because they say we will not give them satisfactory armistice
terms; but we are not allowing the Greeks to wage the war with their
full strength.
We cannot allow that sort of thing to go on indefinitely in the hope
that the Kemalists entertain, that they will at last exhaust this little
country, whose men have been in arms for 10 or 12 years, with one
war after another, and which has not indefinite resources. That is
the position. We only want to see a just peace established. Facts

